


THE DEPUTY SECRETARY OF COMMERCE
Washington. D.C. 20230

October 13,2016

Mr. J. Matthew Szymanski
Senior Advisor
U.S.-Asia Institute
232 East Capitol Street, NE
Washington, DC 20003

Dear Mr. Szymanski:

I have enjoyed meeting your Chinese law students over the past two summers. They
demonstrated a keen knowledge and interest in the legal and political system of the United
States. As future leaders, they can help China further develop its own rules-based system of
government, promoting greater freedom and prosperity in China as well as predictability and
reliability in international commerce and trade. Such a result would benefit both of our
countries.

I wish you and the U.S.-Asia Institute continued success with this program.

Sincerely,

Bruce H. Andrews





















U.S. Phone:  +1 (212) 313-9599  U.S. E-mail: jlehman@china-us-law.org  
U.S. Fax:      +1 (212) 313-9501  China E-mail: jlehman@stl.szpku.edu.cn  
 

 
 
 
 

December 20, 2010 
 

 
Matthew Szymanski 
No. 66, Lane 168, Qingtong Road 
Shanghai 201210 
China 
 
Dear Mr. Szymanski: 
 
 I write to commend you for initiating a program that enables outstanding law 
students from China to travel to be exposed first-hand to key actors in America’s legal 
system.   
 
 Here at the Peking University School of Transnational Law, our students have an 
opportunity to receive a legal education that is modeled on the education offered at 
American law schools.  Naturally, they are very curious to learn more about our legal 
system and the people who make it work.  Your program creates an invaluable 
opportunity, one that few students at American law schools receive:  the opportunity to 
sit down and speak with key figures in each of the three branches of American 
government.   
 
 I believe that the relationship between the U.S. and China is the world’s most 
important bilateral relationship in the twenty-first century.  Your program makes an 
admirable contribution to strengthening that relationship.  I very much hope that, in the 
future, STL students will be among those who have the good fortune to participate in it. 

 
Sincerely, 

Jeffrey S. Lehman, Chancellor 

Shenzhen University Town 
Xili, Shenzhen  518055 
China 
 
250 57th Street, Suite 901 
New York, N.Y.  10107-0001 
U.S.A. 
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August 12,2009

Mr. Matthew Szymanski
Vice President for Corporate Relations
SMIC
18 Zhang Jiang Road, Room 6145
Pudong New Area
Shanghai, China 201203

Dear Matthew:

Thank you for organizing the meeting with Catherine Sun at the U.S. Small Business
Administration's Office of Advocacy this past June.

It was a pleasure having the opportunity to meet and chat with Ms. Sun, who was a
participant in the program you developed to help Chinese law students observe the U.S.
legal system first hand, I was particularly impressed with her understanding of the U.S.
legal, legislative and regulatory systems. She asked probing questions and was quite
engaging.

Over the years, I have met with numerous delegations from China; however none have
come to us as well prepared and well informed as Ms. Sun. This is a tribute to the
success and value of your program and a testament to the quality of the students who
participate. The exposure you gave her to a multitude of high-level government officials
will surely be instrumental in fuithering the understanding of the U.S. system in China.
The need for this type of program is critical in the age of globahzalion. There are clear
advantages to creating an environment where best practices and lessons learned can be
exchanged.

I urge you to continue your efforts, and I would be very happy to host future visitors from
your program. Please extend my best wishes to Ms. Sun for a successful future.

Sincerely,

Ufo*,* {o*' &, ;'ftrt f€,*^-
Shawne Carter McGibbon
Acting Chief Counsel for Advocacy
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U.S. Chamber of Commerce

International Division
1615 H Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20062-2000
http://www.uschamber.com

Phone: (202) 463 5460
Fax: (202) 822 2491

April 22, 2009

Matthew Szymanski
Vice President
SMIC
18 Zhang Jiang Road
Shanghai, China 201203

Dear Matthew:

On behalf of the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, I am writing to express our support for your
legal exchange program between the United States and China. These exchanges help promote
mutual understanding and advance the development of China’s legal system.

The Chamber appreciated the opportunity to host your Chinese law student, Zheng
Zhenhua, last summer in Washington, D.C. We understand that Zhenhua met with many U.S.
members of Congress, judges, lawyers, business people, and other stakeholders in the U.S. legal
system as well as observed many congressional and judicial proceedings. Our Chamber is pleased to
learn that you hope to send three law students to Washington this summer for a similar experience.

This exchange program in the United States will augment the law students’ education with
lasting impressions of legal players and institutions. This experience also can have an immediate
impact as these law students quickly fill key roles in China’s rapidly expanding legal system.
Moreover, such programs can help foster greater political cooperation, closer economic ties, and
mutual understanding between our two countries.

An established rule of law in China will help promote a more stable, predictable, and
transparent business environment and will also help serve as a means to resolving business, legal,
and political disputes. American business, workers, and investors will benefit from this important
effort. We wish you success in expanding your program.

Best regards,

Jeremie Waterman
Senior Director, Greater China









PAUL WILKINSON

March 24, 2009

Mr. Matthew Szymanski
Vice President for Corporate Relations
SMIC
18 Zhang Jiang Road, Room 6145, Pudong
Shanghai, China 201210

Dear Matthew,

Thank you very much for organizing the meeting with Zheng Zhenhua last summer at the u.s.
Securities and Exchange Commission.

It was a particular pleasure to welcome Mr. Zheng to the SEC after having had the opportunity

to discuss national and international capital markets regulation with officials from the China

Securities Regulatory Commission in Beijing and Washington, D.C. Mr. Zheng and I spoke

about the U. S. regulatory system and the global principles that support capital formation. The

series of meetings you arranged for him during his visit will be an important foundation for his

legal service to the people of China.

Expanding your summer program for law students from China to visit the United States is a

wonderful idea that will benefit China and the United States alike. As globalization proceeds, it

is essential that our nations understand each other's legal systems well. Mr. Zheng's visit and

future visits will help achieve that goal.

Please let me know if you need assistance with the program in the future.

Paul Wilkinson

Senior Adviser to the Chairman

U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission

August 2005 - January 2009

2426 VIA MAJELLA

RAMONA, CA 92065 I PAUL@PAULWILKINSON.COM 1(619) 312-6636
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ATTORNEYS AT LAW

March 23, 2009

FOLEY & LARDNER LLP WASHINGTON HARBOUR
3000 K STREET, N.W.
6TH FLOOR
WASHINGTON, D.C. 200075109
202.672.5300 TEL
202.672.5399 FAX
foley.com

WRITER'S DIRECT LINE
202.6725509
pkiko@foley.com EMAIL

CLIENT/MATTER NUMBER

Matthew Szymanski
Vice President for Corporate Relations
SMIC
18 Zhang Jiang Road, Room 6145, Pudong
Shanghai, China 201210

Dear Matthew:

I was glad to support your law student program in Washington, D.C. last summer for Mr.
Zheng Zhenhua, including arrangements for him to meet judges and see the American judicial
system in action. My six years as chief of staff for the House Judiciary Committee reinforced to me
daily the importance of strengthening rule of law domestically and around the world.

The Chief Judge of the District of Columbia Contract Appeals Board spent a good deal of
time with Mr. Zheng and introduced him to Chief Judge of the U.S. Court of Federal Claims, who
met with Mr. Zheng and then invited him into his courtroom to observe proceedings in a case. Such
experiences will shape Mr. Zheng, who in turn will shape the development of China's own legal
system.

From our many years working together on Capitol Hill, I know we share a commitment to
the rule of law. I am happy you can share that commitment and passion with your Chinese law
students, and remain willing to support in that effort.
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The United States-China Policy Foundation 

 

 

316 Pennsylvania Ave. SE, Suite 201-202 ● Washington, DC 20003 ● Tel: (202) 547-8615 ● Fax: (202) 547-8853 ● uscpf@uscpf.org 
 
Founding Members 
Ambassador John H. Holdridge 
1921–2001 

Ambassador Arthur Hummel, Jr. 
1920–2001 

Honorary Chairman 
Mr. Maurice R. Greenberg 

Executive Board 
Dr. Wang Chi 
Chair, President 

The Honorable Donald M. Anderson 
Admiral Dennis Blair 
Ambassador Herbert E. Horowitz 

 

Dr. David M. Lampton 
Dr. Kenneth Lieberthal 
Mr. Leo Orleans 
Ambassador Joseph W. Prueher 
Ambassador J. Stapleton Roy 
Ambassador James Sasser 
Ambassador Richard Solomon 
Mr. John L. Thornton 
                

Honorary Advisors 
Senator Max Baucus 
Senator Dianne Feinstein 
The Honorable Barbara H. Franklin 
Senator Chuck Hagel 
General Alexander M. Haig, Jr. 
The Honorable Henry A. Kissinger 

 

Mr. Matthew Szymanski 

Vice President for Corporate Relations 

Semiconductor Manufacturing International Corp. 

OS1-6
th

 Floor, Room 6145 

18 Zhangjiang Road, Pudong 

Shanghai, China 201210 

 

 

 

March 6, 2009 

 

Dear Matthew, 

 

I applaud your efforts to develop and expand this important educational exchange 

program. It was a pleasure to meet you when you briefly hosted the Foundation’s Policymakers 

delegation in Shanghai, and I was very pleased to learn about the objectives and 

accomplishments of your summer program in Washington, DC.  

 

   In the coming years, China will be a dominant global force for economic development, 

national security, and peace. As the country continues its meteoric rise, its ability to develop a 

strong judicial system based on the principles of the Rule of Law will become increasingly 

important to continued domestic economic growth and political stability. Your program will 

equip China’s future legal experts with the knowledge and experience they will need to confront 

the challenges they will face while continuing to emphasize the importance of mutual 

cooperation and understanding between the U.S. and China.  

 

I wish you luck in further developing the program and look forward to hearing about its 

many successes.  

 

 

Warmest regards, 

 

  
Ernestine Wang, PhD 

Director of Programs  









 

 
 
 
 
February 23, 2009 
 
 
Mr. J. Matthew Szymanski 
Vice president, Corporate Relations 
SMIC 
18 Zhang Jiang Road 
Pudong New Area 
Shangai 20l203 
 
Dear Matthew: 
 
I am delighted to learn that your important Washington, DC, summer intern program will 
continue this year. I understand that Zheng Zhenhua’s, the scholar from East China 
University of Political Science and Law, had an excellent experience last summer, 
meeting House and Senate members, judges and lawyers, and attending congressional 
hears, court trials including oral arguments presented to the Supreme Court. 
 
I understand that you are hoping to bring three students from China to Washington, DC, 
this summer. This is an outstanding opportunity for Chinese law students to learn about 
our legal and political system. It will provide them with experience and knowledge that 
can only enhance their ability to work across both cultures, fostering stronger relations 
between the United States and China. 
 
Congratulations on your success with this program. 
 
Sincerely yours, 

 
William C. Kirby 
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February 2, 2009 

J. Matthew Szymanski, Esq. 
Vice-President for Corporate Relations 
Semiconductor Manufacturing International Company 
18 Zheng Hang Road 
Pudong New Area 
Shanghai 201203 
Peoples Republic of China 
 

Dear Mr. Szymanski: 

I wanted to write this letter in support of your summer program in the District of Columbia for graduate law 
students at ECUPL.  Particularly in these times, I think the program is an immensely valuable bridge for 
building better mutual understanding between our countries. 

I believe it is also crucial to China’s future to strengthen the understanding and implementation of the rule of 
law.  Programs such as the one you designed are an important way to accomplish this, and I think your efforts 
in furthering this type of understanding are commendable. I believe the continuation and expansion of this 
initiative will also foster a stronger U.S. – China relationship. 

You have my best wishes for success as you further develop and enhance this program. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Willy C. Shih 
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COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY 
IN THE CITY OF NEW YORK 

 
LAW SCHOOL 

 
William H. Simon (212) 854-9125  
Arthur Levitt Professor of Law (212) 854-7946 
 wsimon@law.columbia.edu 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  December 18, 2008 
 
J. Matthew Szymanski, Esq. 
Vice-President for Corporate Relations 
SMIC 
18 Zheng Hang Road 
Pudong New Area 
Shanghai 201203 
 
Dear Mr. Szymanski, 
 
Thanks for describing your summer program in D.C. for graduate law students at ECUPL.  It 
sounds like a very valuable idea. 
 
It is essential to both countries that China has a corps of lawyers with a cross-cultural 
understanding of the American legal system.  Such an understanding qualifies them to facilitate 
complex transactions between the two countries.  It is also an important step in the effort to 
demonstrate to China the type of institutionalization that is required for a deep commitment to 
the rule of law.  Giving China's best new lawyers an opportunity to observe the operation of the 
American system close up and to meet American lawyers and officials will make a major 
contribution to accomplishing these goals. 
 
  Sincerely, 

    
   
 
WS/gg 
 
 







 

 
November 20, 2008 
 
 
 
Mr. J. Matthew Szymanski 
Vice President, Corporate Relations 
SMIC 
18 Zhang Jiang Road 
Pudong New Area, Shanghai 201203 
 
Dear Mr. Szymanski: 
 
We were very pleased to welcome Mr. Zheng Zhenhua to Washington D.C. this past summer as 
part of the rule of law initiative that you wisely implemented.   The meetings and informal 
networking opportunities Mr. Zheng had in Washington were quite impressive, and hopefully, 
added to his knowledge and understanding of the role of the rule of law in society.   We were 
glad to be part of this initial program, and look forward to working with you in welcoming other 
Chinese graduate students and law professionals in the future. 
 
Like you, we feel it is crucial to China’s future to strengthen the understanding and 
implementation of the rule of law in China.  Programs, such as the one you designed, are an 
important way to accomplish this, and we commend your efforts. Helping these young Chinese 
professionals who will play a role in the future of the Chinese legal system is imperative.   We 
fully endorse the continuation and expansion of this initiative as a top priority in the U.S. – 
China relationship. 
 
Please let us know how we might help to facilitate the continuation of this important program.  
Best of luck! 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Mary Sue Bissell 
Vice President and Executive Director 
 
 
 
 

 
US-ASIA INSTITUTE   232 East Capitol Street, N.E.   Washington, DC  20003 

202-544-3181  Fax:  202-543-1748     usasiainstitute@verizon.net 







 
 

 
 
October 27, 2008 
 
 
Mr. J. Matthew Szymanski 
Vice President for Corporate Relations 
SMIC 
18 Zhang Jiang Rd. 
Pudong New Area, Shanghai   201203 
 
Dear Mr. Szymanski: 
 
Heartfelt congratulations on your carefully planned and well executed program for 
Chinese graduate students. Your initiative is both relevant and increasingly important for 
my organization and its members.  As China develops its franchising industry and as 
more American franchisors seek a share of its vast marketplace, legal issues influence 
much of the attractiveness of current opportunities as well as the market’s overall 
potential. 
 
The International Franchise Association and its member companies presently see great 
promise in China’s franchising market. It is definitely in our interest to encourage 
expanded cooperation and increased legal exchanges that may support an ethical, growth-
minded policy and regulatory environment for franchising in China. In view of these 
factors, I certainly support your plans to institutionalize this exchange into a long-term 
program. 
 
I wish you every success in this pivotal undertaking. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Matthew R. Shay 
President and CEO  
 
 
 
 

International Franchise Association 
1501 K Street, NW Suite 350   Washington, DC  20005 

Telephone:  202-628-8000   Fax:  202-628-0812  Email: ifa@franchise.org 





Matthew
Text Box
Added By Matthew: The below sidebar, "A Leader Who Listens," profiled Sun Chao as mayor of Shanghai's Xuhui District. The sidebar is part of a series of special reports on China by Time Magazine in 2005. This page (44) is part of the article, "Changing the Game in China," in the June 27, 2005 edition of Time (cover story: "China's New Revolution"). A year later, Mr. Sun was promoted to lead Shanghai's Minhang District (pop. 2,500,000). Formerly a career law professor, he still teaches part-time at East China University of Political Science & Law. 
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