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Dear Friends:               November 10, 2018  
 
This is an update on our U.S.-China programs that immerse top law students in each other’s systems. We hope 
this investment in future leaders will help further develop China’s legal system and support U.S.-China relations.  
 
DC Program. For 11 straight summers, we have selected and hosted small groups of top, English-fluent Chinese 
law students for four weeks in Washington, D.C. A total of 53 students have participated. They viewed legislative 
and judicial proceedings and held interactive meetings with officials across all three branches, including (totals) 
120+ Members and 700+ staff of Congress, 180+ administration officials, and 110+ presidentially-appointed 
judges. They averaged six meetings per day during their month in D.C. When not in meetings, they were visiting 
our museums and landmarks, joining our cultural and social events (e.g., July 4 fireworks, Nats games, backyard 
BBQs, birthday parties), and gaining lifelong impressions and friends. Please see our host list and photo gallery 
at http://usasiainstitute.org/programs/j-matthew-szymanski-rule-of-law-program.  
 
For the students, this program is a window into the U.S. system. For the U.S. hosts, it is a window into today’s 
and tomorrow’s China. Many U.S. hosts, including congressional leaders in both parties, have sent us letters of 
support. See our web page, above. Some U.S. leaders have made special contributions: Senators Durbin, Hatch, 
and Inouye; Secretaries Carson, Chu, and LaHood; Justice Alito; and others mentioned in the attachments below.  
 
The idea for this program arose during my service as chief of staff for the Small Business Committee and the 
U.S.-China Interparliamentary Exchange for the U.S. House from 2002-2007. During our many U.S. delegations 
to China, every meeting with college students was a homerun for all involved. The idea grew after I moved to 
China in 2007 and began teaching part-time at Chinese law schools. The program started with one of my students 
in 2008 and USAI adopted it in 2011. I returned to the U.S. in 2014 and still guide the program as a USAI advisor.  
 
China Program. In 2016, we added a program for top, Chinese-fluent U.S. law students to visit China for two 
weeks each May, to view Chinese proceedings and meet with students, professors, and officials. Our 3rd program, 
this past May, included students from Cornell, GWU, UVA, and Yale. A total of ten students have participated. 
See www.usasiainstitute.org/programs/j-matthew-szymanski-rule-of-law-exchange-programs/china-program.  
 
Alumni from both programs now serve in academia, government, NGOs, corporations, and law firms. See alumni 
letters, below. Law firms have been active hosts in both programs (e.g., Jones Day has joined us 29 times). All 
participants agree that both programs serve our countries’ agreed goals to “strengthen cooperation in the field of 
law and exchanges on the rule of law.” See www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2011/01/19/us-china-joint-
statement (2011) and www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/PPP-2009-book2/xml/PPP-2009-book2-doc-pg1702.xml (2009).  
 
If you would like to participate in these programs, please contact me at jmszymanski@gmail.com.  
 
With kindest regards,  
J Matthew Szymanski 
Senior Advisor, US-Asia Institute  
 
Attachments: Highlights with Special U.S. Hosts and Letters from Alumni (following pages)  
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Special Hosts from the Legislative Branch: Senators Inouye, Hatch, & Durbin  
 

   
Above with Sen. Inouye in 2009, 2010, and 2011, after 30-min meetings in his Pro Tem Office in the Capitol.  

  
Pictures from our 2012 session (above and below) are representative of our four meetings with Sen. Inouye, who 
always sat at his table with us and ensured that each student had the opportunity to inquire or comment.  

  
A decorated WWII veteran who lost his right arm, he’d often speak of the need for frequent human contact and 
trade between our countries. Sen. Inouye was a great U.S. leader and advocate for stable U.S.-China relations.  
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We gratefully acknowledge the late Senator Daniel Inouye (1924-2012) for the 30 minutes of Q&A he gave us 
each summer from 2009-2012, and for his support letter below. As President Pro Tempore, he was the highest-
ranking senator and fourth-highest U.S. official. For additional info, including host list, photo gallery, and support 
letters, please visit http://usasiainstitute.org/programs/j-matthew-szymanski-rule-of-law-program.  
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We are thankful that current Senate President Pro Tempore Orrin Hatch has followed Senator Inouye’s lead.  

 
Above and below: our 2016 Session with Senator Orrin Hatch in the Pro Tem Office of the Capitol.  
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We also thank Senator Richard Durbin (#2 Senate Democratic leader since Jan 2005), who has participated nine 
times, more than any other senator. He always invites the students to attend a Constituent Coffee–a regular town-
hall event that he and his Illinois colleague host for Illinois residents visiting D.C. See selective photos below.  

  
Above and below in 2011 with Senators Richard Durbin and Mark Kirk at their monthly constituent coffee.  

 
During these events, Sen. Durbin sometimes invites a question from one of our students, who will stand and ask 
it, much like a constituent. Afterwards, the Senators usually engage us in brief Q&A. E.g., below in 2013.  

  
Below in 2017, before the event, with Senator Durbin and his new Illinois colleague, Senator Tammy Duckworth, 
a former Army helicopter pilot who lost both legs from combat wounds while serving our country in Iraq.  

  
 
For more pictures with Sen. Durbin, and his support letter, please see our photo gallery and support letters at 
http://usasiainstitute.org/programs/j-matthew-szymanski-rule-of-law-program.  
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In the House, special thanks are owed to former Rep. Don Manzullo, an anchor host for several years. Among 
current Members, the most active host has been Rep. Louie Gohmert (a former Texas state judge), who has 
participated in ten of our eleven programs, more than any other person. He always gives us 30-90 minutes.  
 

  
Above with Rep. Gohmert at the Capitol: left in 2010 and right in 2013 (in connection with his personal tours).  

  
With Rep. Gohmert: above left in 2015; above right and below left in 2016; and below right in 2017.  

   
Below with then-Rep. Mike Pence: left in 2009 with our students, and right in 2010 with Matthew.  

  
 
Other active current Members include Reps. Steve King, Rick Larsen, Darin LaHood, Grace Meng, Tim Ryan, 
and Dina Titus. House leaders who have participated include Reps. Pelosi, Boehner, Hoyer, and Crowley; and 
Reps. Boehner and Hoyer wrote support letters (next pages). The most active staff have been: (a) leadership chiefs 
of staff (e.g., Cornyn’s 7X, Boehner’s 6X, McConnell’s 5X, Hoyer’s 4X, McCarthy’s 4X, Scalise’s 4X, Pelosi’s 
2X, Murray’s 2X, Paul Ryan’s 2X, Thune’s 2X, Reid’s 1X and Reid’s deputy chiefs 7X) and (b) full committee 
staff directors (e.g., House Judiciary 10X, W&M 7X, For.Aff. 6X, and Senate HELP 9X, Approps. 8X, HSGAC 
6X, Banking 5X, Commerce 5X, Finance 5X). Most committee staff meetings are bipartisan, showing multiparty 
democracy. See host list, photos: http://usasiainstitute.org/programs/j-matthew-szymanski-rule-of-law-program.  
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Editorial Note: Rep. Hoyer’s leadership chiefs of staff have participated 4X.  
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Editorial Note: Rep. Boehner’s leadership chiefs of staff participated 6X.  
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Special Host from the Executive Branch: DOT Secretary Ray LaHood  
 

  
Above in 2010 with Secretary LaHood, a former Republican congressman serving a Democratic president.  

  
Above left in 2011 with Secretary LaHood, after our 30-minute meeting in his office. Above right in 2012.  

  
The remaining photos from our 2012 session are representative of our three meetings. Before sitting down to  
chat, he’d always stand at his picture of the president’s cabinet and explain its role in the U.S. government.  

  
Secretary LaHood was one of the most interactive, entertaining, and educational hosts in our 11-year history.  
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We gratefully acknowledge former Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood for the 30 minutes of Q&A he gave us 
each summer from 2010-2012, and for his support letter below. For more info, including host list, photo gallery, 
and support letters, please visit http://usasiainstitute.org/programs/j-matthew-szymanski-rule-of-law-program.  
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Other cabinet-level participants include HUD Secretary Ben Carson, Energy Secretary Steven Chu, and Acting 
Commerce Secretary Cameron Kerry (who briefly joined his brother, Secretary of State John Kerry, as a member 
of the president’s cabinet). The most active hosts currently in the administration (including independent agencies) 
are U.S. Solicitor General Noel Francisco and FCC Chairman Ajit Pai. See pictures and letters below.  
 

 
Above left in 2018 with HUD Secretary Ben Carson and right in 2012 with Energy Secretary Steven Chu. 

Above in 2012, below left in 2011, and below right in 2013 with Acting Commerce Secretary Cameron Kerry. 

 
Below in 2018 with U.S. Solicitor General Noel Francisco, a 7-time participant (his prior 6X from Jones Day). 

 
Jones Day has participated 29X through various of its lawyers. Covington & Burling has participated 9X. 

Above in 2012 and below in 2016 with FCC Chairman Ajit Pai, a 6-time participant (2012-2017).  
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Mr. Kerry and Mr. Francisco each wrote support letters (below). Each went on to join us multiple times, as have 
many or most other hosts. Also like most other hosts, they are lawyers with diverse careers that have included 
public service. What has really impressed our Chinese law students is how much opportunity lawyers can have 
to pursue different interests and change career paths, even many times. What we have impressed upon the 
students, both Chinese and American, is their opportunity for public service at different points in their careers.  

 

  

 

Many hosts are examples of the equal opportunity that the rule of law can help to ensure.  

  

Sen. Bernie Sanders, who joined us in 2008 and 2009 (above), contended for the presidency in 2016. Rep. Nancy 
Pelosi, who joined us in 2012, has served as Speaker and remains the top elected female official in U.S. history.  

For more photos and letters, visit http://usasiainstitute.org/programs/j-matthew-szymanski-rule-of-law-program.  
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We thank the State Department for its support, especially Acting Assistant Secretary for East Asian & Pacific 
Affairs Susan Thornton, who has participated three times and sent the below support letter. This year’s 15 other 
participants from the State Department included Assistant Secretary for Consular Affairs Carl Risch, Legal 
Adviser Jennifer Newstead, Ambassador-at-Large Sam Brownback, and Acting Deputy Assistant Secretary for 
Korea Mark Lambert. We also thank former State Department Chief of Staff Margaret Peterlin and nominee for 
Under Secretary for Management Eric Ueland for their participation this year.  
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Special Host from the Judicial Branch: Supreme Court Justice Samuel Alito  
 

 
On June 27, 2016, we viewed the Court’s final session then met with Justice Alito for 30 minutes of Q&A.  

 
Above and below: 2016 continued. Justice Alito graciously ensured that each student was able to engage.  

 
On June 26, 2017, we viewed the Court’s final session then met with Justice Alito for about 40 minutes of Q&A.  
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Above & below: 2017 cont’d. Afterward, Justice Alito signed the students’ copies of the U.S. Constitution. They 
spent the rest of the summer gathering signatures from the other 23 presidentially-appointed judges they met.  

 
2017 cont’d. Regrettably for our students, the timing of their final exams in mid/late-June prevents us from 
starting our program any earlier, which might enable more meetings with justices before they adjourn in late June.  

 
Our students come from the top universities: Beijing/Peking University (PKU), Tsinghua, and Shanghai Jiaotong. 
About half each summer come from PKU’s School of Transnational Law, whose four-year graduate law program 
combines a Juris Doctor in American law with a Juris Master in Chinese law. Many U.S. judges have taught there, 
including Justice Alito. See http://stl.pku.edu.cn/news-and-events/u-s-supreme-court-justice-teaches-at-stl.  
 
We have met with about half of all federal judges based in D.C., often after viewing one of their proceedings. 
D.C. Circuit and District Court judges who have joined us three or more times include: John Bates, James 
Boasberg, Tanya Chutkan, Thomas Griffith, Ellen Huvelle, Amy Jackson, Ketanji Jackson, Brett Kavanaugh, 
Royce Lamberth, Amit Mehta, Patricia Millett, Randolph Moss, David Sentelle, Sri Srinivasan, Emmet Sullivan, 
David Tatel, and Reggie Walton. We are especially grateful for the active participation of Judge Huvelle (9X), 
Judge Lamberth (7X), and Judge Sullivan (6X). Federal Circuit judges who have joined us at least twice include: 
Chief Judge Sharon Prost and Judges Timothy Dyk and Richard Linn.  
 
D.C. Superior Court judges who have joined us at least twice include: Chief Judge Robert Morin (7X) and Judges 
Ann Keary (7X), Gerald Fisher (6X), Russell Canan (5X), and Henry Greene (2X). Please see host list.  
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Letters from some of our 53 Chinese Alumni of the DC Program  
 
Many of our 53 Chinese alumni have returned to the U.S. to further their legal education (e.g., Harvard 2X, 
Georgetown 3X, NYU, Penn, Wisconsin) and several have passed the New York Bar Exam. They work in 
academia (e.g., Dean of Social Science at a Shanghai U.), corporations (e.g., Porsche, Huawei, Cosco Shipping), 
public agencies (e.g., Shanghai government), international bodies (e.g., UN, World Bank), and NGOs (e.g., 
PILnet). About half of all Chinese alumni work in law firms: e.g., in New York: Sullivan & Cromwell and White 
& Case; in Hong Kong: Simpson Thacher; in Shanghai: Baker McKenzie, King & Wood Mallesons, Shearman 
& Sterling, and Sidley Austin; and in Beijing: Fangda Partners and TransAsia Lawyers. Many of our recent alumni 
are still in school. All hope to make positive contributions to their nation and to U.S.-China relations.  
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Attachment to Letter (above) from Mengshan (Colin) Xu:  
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Letters from some of our 10 American Alumni of the China Program  
 
Our ten U.S. alumni have come from the law schools of University of Virginia (4), George Washington (3), Yale 
(2), and Cornell (1). Of the half who have graduated, four are law firm associates and one is a World Bank legal 
consultant. Of the half who are still in school, four joined the program this past May and wrote the letter below. 
We trust that all ten will be leaders in each of their spheres, including public service, when the time comes.  
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